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manifestation, it was its duty to submit the question
of the total and radical suppression of white lead to
official scientific authorities, the more so as it was
solicited by those to whom it was their own vested
industry. Now, the Government Commission, although
declaring- itself persuaded that the substitution of white
zinc for white lead was in course of being- brought about,
naturally, that Commission, however, did not dare to
propose the radical interdiction of the latter, either in
its use or in its manufacture, and it came to the following
conclusions :
" i. There is no occasion to interdict the manufacture
of white lead, the improvements introduced into this
manufacture having removed from it in an almost
complete manner, its unhealthiness and its dangers.
But it is important that the Administration take efficient
measures to ensure that these improvements be adopted
in all factories, and that the latter be subject to special
inspection.
11 2. There is no occasion to interdict the use of white
lead in paintwork, for certain precautions up to a certain
point can protect the workmen from lead dusts ; and,
moreover, for this particular purpose, the substitution of
white zinc for white lead tends to operate naturally.
The support of the Government, and the differences of
the [French] duties levied on lead and on zinc, are in
favour of that change, without a violent disturbance, and
without attacking the freedom of commerce.1
"3. The interdiction of the manufacture and use of
white lead, in the arts and in industry, would have,
1 This was in 1853. These duties have varied much since.